
THE PARISH OF BRUREE. 

SITUATION". This Parish is situated partly in the Barony of 
Small County and. partly in that of TJpper Connello; it is bounded 
on the north by the Parish of Croom; on the east by Drummin and 
Tankardstown; on the south by Colman's Well and Hackmeys and on 
the west by Castletown Mac Eniry and Ballingarry. 

NAME. The name of this Parish is not of ecclesiastical or
igin but derived from the fort in which the Kjng of Hy-Figeinte 
resided, near which fort the original Parish Church was placed; 
it is celebrated in all the ancient Irish histories as the chief 
seat of the senior representatives of Fiacha Figeinte, who, after 
the reign of Brian Boru, took the surname of O'Donovan; Brughrigh 
signifies the Fort of the King - Burgum regis. I shall here 
transcribe what Gough and Fitzgerald have written about this 
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place, and point out some errors into which they have fallen. 2?1 
Gough writes:-

"The Co. of Limerick before the arrival of the English was a 
kingdom or large principality of itself, denominated by the Iri•a 
during the middle ages, Aine Cliach or Eoganacht Aine Cliach; ~h• 
Chief or King of which, O'Kierwick or Hy-Ciaraigh, descended from 
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Feidhlem, son of Nadfry, King of Munster, who had several dynasts 
or subordinate Chiefs of the several Cantreds under him (this is 
false) that is, Uaithne, Carrigoginniol, Cairbre Aobhrlha, Hy-Conn• 
uil Gabhra and Connalla." 

All this vile stuff Gough collected from Vallanc~y's Call
ectanea. The region comprised in the pr~sent Co, of Limerick 
was never called Aine Cliach 0r Eoganacht Aine Glia~h, for the 
Territory so called comprised little more than one Barony! The 
Country of the Hy-Figeint.s embraced the greater and better pc:.rt 
of the Co. of Limerir:k; it extended from the Sbannon :o the 
middle of Slieve Loughra and from Kerry to Limerick. 

"Uaithne, now the Barony of o~ney in the north part of the 277 
County, had O'Ryan for its Chief. Carrigoginniol (a) is now the 
Barony of Pobal Brien. Donagh uartreach O'Brien ln 1~11 received 
from ~oh11, King of England, patents for ~he estate of Carrigogjnn-
iol in the Co. of Limerick at the yearly rent of 60 macks. The 
Earls of Desmond afterwards became Lords of this Cantred. Before 
the settlement of the O'Briens from Thomond in this district, 
Carrigogin11iol was the hereditary Cantred of the O'Kierwicks." 

(a) This is certainly wrong, for Carriag O'gCoinneal was the 
name of the rock on which O'Brien's Castle stood and noL the name 
of a Terri~ory, and the present Barony of Pubblebrien is not the 
Territory anciently called Eoganacht Aine. It is sic::-ceri.1ng to have 
tu notice the base blunders perpetuated by the stupid articles on 
Irish topography in Vallancey's Collectanea, but if I do not point 
them out now the opportunity may never offer itself again. 278 

ttCairbre Aobhdha, now the Barony of K~nry, was also denomin
ated Hy-Dun n'amhain (b) b0th of which names signify the Rocky 
District on the River, being situated on the Shannon, the Chiefs 
of which were the O'Donovans." 

(b) So O'Donovan signifies the RockJ District on the River! 
This is truly amusing but :not altogether true, though ·r believe 
Donovan, the progenitor of the family, was a rock in bat~le and as 
stubborn as a rock, but I do not believe that he was a rocky dis
trict. Is it not much more likely that this ch1ef took hls name 
from the color of his hair; Donn signifies brown, and Dubhan means 
a dark-haired man. Beauford, from whom the above derivation of' 
the name is taken, supposed it might be from Dun-na-h-Abhann, 
i.e., the Fort of the River, i.e., the Hill of the River, i.e., 
the Rocky Hill of the River, and by a little stretch of the mean-
ing, the Rocky District of the River! 271 

urn this Cantred was situated Brughrigh (c) now Erury, an in
considerable village, but in ancient times the seat of the Kings 
of Cairbre Aobhdha and probably theETo/1~ -P""Y'Q.; or Altera Regia of 
Ptolemy, which he says was a city." 
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(c) This is very beautiful no doubt! If Br~ree w~s ~n 
the Barony of Kenry in Gough's time, it has removed itself an 
awful distance out of it since, for at this day it is ~o less 
than twelve Irish miles outside the boundary of that EaroLy. 
Is it not provoking to have. to deal with m·iters of ttis Jes
cripti on? The whole of this error orig fr a ted 1:ri. th O' H-=,,1 !. oran, 
who wrot:;; that O 'Donovan's Countl'.V wa~, co-ext ens i vo ,,. i t.t, the 
Barony-of Kenry and that his residence was at Brtiree' Surely 
if his residence was at Bruree a!!d if his Terrl\·ory .!iJ not 
extend beyond the limjts of the present E~rany of Ke1 ~Y, he did 
not reside in his own territory! But O'Halloran is w~J~g in 
making his territory coexten2ive with the BarQny of Knnrj, for 
we are informed by O'Heerin that 0 1 Doncv~n pos~es6ed 1 fr0e of 280 
trib 1.:tte: 'the lanJs along the River Ma.ige1.e and all ti·1e ~) ,.ains 
down to the Shannon.• 

'Ba leis gan chics fo'n M~ig moill 
Is na clAir sics co Sionoinn.' 

'Ille regebat agrmrt quern lambit Magi:=1- seg,ds 
Et compos protensos flumen ad usque Senanum.' 

"Here Auli.ff More O'Donoghuc,, Kine of Cairtce Aobhdhae (d) 
was slain by Mortogh O'Brien in 1165. The Prince of this Cantre( 
with his subordinate Chiefs, O'Cleircine •,md O'FlannP,bbra, were 
dispossessed by the Fitzgeralds, now Knights of the G:inr1 (e).• 

(d) This is false; Auliff More O'Donoghue was Chief of Kill
arney, not of Hy-Cairbre Aobhdha. 

(e) This is false; the Knight of Glynn never poPsessed the 
one ten~h of this Territory. 

Let us next examine Fitzgeralds's ~ccount of Brur~e:-

"Bruree, anciently called Brugh-na-Riogh, or thA Seat of the 
Kings, is a Rectory and Vicarage. A handsome Cburcb 81/Jd Glebe 
house have been lately built here at a short distanc~ from the 
site of the old Church near the River Majg, over whic~ ~here is a 
good bridge. Bruree, now reduced to a village, is rem~rkable for 
the half yearly sessions which were held there by the Irish bards, 
and which, according to O'Halloran, were continued in~~ to 1746. 

"Above the bridge is the well improved residenca ~f the 
Langton family and below it, immediately over the river, a very 
strong and lofty rath surrounded with a deep fosse, 011tside of 
which are three others of smaller dimensions. Ore a:.1 eminence 
in the vicinity is a large mound in the shape of an inverted 
basin, from which there is said. to be a subterranean passagt:. 
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to the forts. A little farther down th'9 river are the ruins 281 
of a curious fortress consisting of three strong Castles, one 

, 
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of which is entirely dilapidated; these are surrounded with a 
very lofty wall with ramparts and battlements constructed of 
large blocks of grit with which all the Castles and old Churches 
on each side of the Maig, from this place to the Shannon, have 
been constructed. The wall is more than one hundred and twenty 
yards in circumference; one of the Castles is in high preserva
tion and in it are shewn two strong cells, which, according to 
tradition, were used as prisons by O'Donovan, Prince of Kenry, 
whose residence this is said t,o have been. but it is moce pro
bable that this fortress was built by a branch of the house of 
Lacy who possessed an immense Territory around Bruree, and that 283 
O'Donovan lived in the gre~t Dun or Rath before mentioned, 
surrounded b9 his followers in the smaller ones." 

To this he appends the following note:-

"Doctor O'Halloran relqtes "that in the year ~65 (9?5?) 
Ma.hon, King .of Thomond or North Munster, who was broU1ec to the 
celebrated Brian Boroimhe, agreed at the interposition of the 
Clergy to meet Maol~uaidh, his rival for the crown of Munster, 
with a few friends on each side in order to settle thei, differ-
ences ~micably; the house of O'Don:>van near Eruree was appointed 
for the conferenee, and thither Mahon 1·ep2ired witn -::nly twelve 
noblemen and their atteEdants. Mti.Glmuaidh, who had previously 
frevailed oo O1 Donovan to tetray his prince, came tc the place 284 
with a strong body of horse and carried ~ff the gallant Mahon to 
the Co. of Cork, where he was basely muraered at Leachta Mhahuin 
near Mac room. After the completion of tbi s act of tr·eac:bery, 
Maolmuaidh was proclaimed King of Munster, but Brian avenged 
the murder of his brother by killjng O'Donovan (f) in~ pitched 
battle sh,~ctly after, and totally routing his forces, among whom 
were 1500 heavy armed Dan~s commanded by t~eir General Alvalus. 

(f) This is wrong; the Chieftain who opposed Brian on this 
occasion was not O'Donovan, but Do:novat, foe surnamea were not 
established at this time. 

"In 957 Maolmuadh was slain in a fierce engagement :cit 285 
Bealach Lachta by Murrogh, then a young man, wno thus secured 
the crown of the two Munsters to his father, the gallan: Brjan. 

•our Annalists 1nforrr. us that at this period the Kings of 
Munster gave annual presents to their territorial ChL:,{s, who 
in return were bound to furnish their quotas of men anc1 ho:·ses 
when called for. Thus O'Donovan, the Chief of Kenry (g) in the 
Co. of Limerick, claimed seven slaves, seven freemen, seven 
swords and ~even cups." 

(g) O'Donovan was not Chief of Ke0ry but of Hy-Ftdhgeinte or 
Hy-Cairbre Aobhdha, a territory comprising more than ~: ix times 
the extent of the Barony of Kenry. 
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"A legsnd r~,lates that a dRughter of O'Donovau standing one 28& 
day on the top of the Castle near Bruree with two officers of 
her f~ther's household, with whom she was for some cause highly 
offended, pushed them off into the d ver I by 'I.hi ch one of them 
was killed but the other escaped. The people in the neighbour-
hood pcetend to shew a .holl:)W in a stone Which was made by the 
u.nfortun~te man having struck against it with his knee" p.375. 

I visited Brurea on Thursday the 30th of July and examined 
all its antiquities with great 8.ttention. I here trnn0cribe 
wLa.t I wrot.e on the spot I as I never trust any facts 1..c my 287 
memory. Litera scripta manet. 

The large fort over the River Ma1gue above mentioned by 
Fitzgerald lies to the w~st of \he mills of Bruree. It consists 
of an internal moat (raised to the height of atout ejghteen 
:feet fr,_:,m the bottom of its trench) and two external ramparts 
or ci:rcumvallations. The internal moat is level at the top 
and measures from north to south sixty two feet and frcm east 
to west sixty six feet; the distance from its base to the top 
of the fir·st rampart on the sou.th side is forty three feet, 
and the distance from the top of the first rampart to that of 
the se~ond or ~uter one is forty six feet. These ramparts are 
fully developed un the ;south east side, but on the south west 
and west sides they are nearly !evelled, especially the outer
most one. On the north west side the outermost rampart again 
shews itself, but it is not very high and it is much closer to 
the internal rampar~ than on the south side. On the north and 
north east sides it is traceable all along to the brink of the 
riv0r, where it totally disappears. The ir1ternal r~mpart is on 
this side not less than twenty seven feet in breadth. The ex-
ternal rampart when it turna off from the river on the south 288 
side is remarkably high and its dit~h or trench very deep. ~his 
is· the fort which the people call the Brugh Righ or King's Fort 
or Seat, and it is said to be the site of the house in whjch 
Dcmovan, King of Hy-Figeinte, • captured Mahon, the br•Jther of 
Brian Boru in the year 976. 

At the distance of one hundred and seventy paces to the 
north of this fort there is, over the same river, another re
markable one in a much more elevated situation; it was evidently 
formed by cuttin~ down a natural hill into the shape of a fort 
of two circumvallatjons and remarkably deep trenches. The inter
nal part or keep of this fort is considerably elevated above the 
summits of its external rampar·ts, and has itself a small Claidhe 
or rampart uf earth {now much injured) around its eoge. It does 
not form a regular circle, it being soffiewhat longer from east to 
west than it is from north to south. It measures from north to 289 
south thirty paces and from east to west thirty three paces. On 
the south and west sides its outer ramparts are nearly destroyed 
but on the north they are stronilY developed and their trenches 
Tery d.eep. 
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Still further tn the north and in the Townland of Lower 
Latteragh, there is another fort surrounded with t~c, circular 
ramparts now so overgrown wjth white thorns and other bushes 
and shruts that it would be difficult to measure them. The in
ternal part of the fort is twenty six pa~es in diamet~r from 
north to south Rnd thirty three paces from east to we~t. This 
fort is now called Lios Uilliam, which signifies the Fort of 
William, but this cannot have been its ori~inal name as Wjlliam 
was never a man's name among the Iri~h till after ti1e ~rrival 
of the Anglo NormRns among them. 

Keating asserts in the reign of Brian Boru that Brughri 
w::.s anciently called Dun Eochair Mhaighe and that Br1aL erected 
or re-erected a fortress there. It is my opinion that the 
first fort above ciescribed is the original Brughri an.5. 1.hat, 290 
the second is the one built by Brian Boru. 

About one sj_:xth of a mile westwards of the moderi1 Protes
tant Church of Bruree, there is R large moat in the snape of 
an inverted basin: from which there is said to be a subterran
ean passage to the forts above described. 

I now come to describe a class of antiquities at Bruree 
quite different from those already noticed and whieh ural tradi
tion refers to a period too remote for th~ antiquarian to believe. 
These are the stone Castles. The first of these is called the 
Castle of Upper Bruree and stands in the Church yard clnse to 
the site of the old Church. It is a square tower me~suring on 
the outside t~enty four feet six inches from north to south and 
thirty five feet from east to west. It 18 five stories high 
and its walls are five feet four in~hes thick. I do r:.; 1. believe 291 
that this Csstle is more tban fOlH' centuries old, though tradi-
tion ascribea its erection to Donovan, th~ son of Olioll Olum! 

The Castle called Lower Bruree i::, situated in the Townland 
of Lower Lotteragh over the bqnk of ~he River Maigu~ and a short 
distance to the north of the secm,d earthen fort above described. 
It ls a very curious fortress con2isting of' a strong exd high 
circular wall, on which or.i.ginally stood three towers ur great 
height and strength. This wall is one hundred and fifty feet 
in diameter and five feet four inches in ttli ck11ess; j t-,: gceatest 
height at present is twenty four feet, which js O': 'lv=- east side 
over the river, but it is nut near this height on the fr,rth side. 

The tower which js on tne east side of this eirv1e is in 
tolerable preservation, but the one on the noJ·th we::t side is 
much injured and the one which stood at the south side L: now 
totally destroyed. The tower at the east ~ide is abo~t sixty 292 
feet in height, nineteen feet in breadth on the outsiue from 
east to west and twenty one feet two inches from nor1h t0 south. 
The circular wall forms its east side to the height of about 
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twenty feet. It is entered from the outside opposite the river 
by a pointed d_oorway of great strength, measuring seven feet 
ten inches in height and five feet one inch in width. When you 
enter the tower by this doorway, you observe an arch very high 
over head between you and - - - from which there are projecting 
stone8 and rests in the wall for three wooden floors, so that 
the arch above mentioned forms the fourth floor. By viewing 
this tower on the outside you will perceive that it was at least 
five stories high. 

'.L'he tower on the north west side is much injured; it is 
twenty four feet eight inches from north to south and sixteen 
feet four inches in the other direction. These towers are 
built of smaller stones than the circular wall on which they 
partly stand, and it is highly probable that they are much 
more modern than it. 

Tradition says that thi.s Castle we.s originally bt,ilt by 295 
O'Donovan, King of Bruree, and that he was driven out of it by 
the Lacys, who possessed large estates in the neighbourhood of 
Bruree till they were dispossessed by Cromwell. I would not 
take upon myself to assert that this circular wall was not built 
by O'Donovan, who certainly retained possession of Brur,~e and 
the plains down to the Shannon until after the arrival of the 
English. This circular wall is so like the fortresc called 
Caislean na Cuilly in Lough Mask, which was built in ll97, that 
I think it may be an erection of the 12th century, and if so, 
we have no right to deny without direct evidence that it was 
erected by the Irish Chieftain of the territory to JeCond him
self against the assaults of the Arn?lo Norman~;, who -Laid an 
envious eye up•->n the fertile plains of Hy-Figeinte. I have 
no historical document to prove the exact period at whi0h 
O'Donovan wRs driven out of this glorious country; but I am 
convinced that he did not retain it many centuries after the 
year 1178, when ~he Dal C~is compelle1 him and his people to 294 
fly out of the plains southwards beyond the Mountaln Jf Mang-
erton. Smith, in his Histury of the Uo. of Cork, st~tes that 
the O'Don•)van family "oame into the Co. of Cork rrom Barony 
in the Co. of Limerick called Coshma, where they bull: the 
famous Castle or Croom, which afterwards fell to the Kildare 
family, from which the motto Crom Aboo still used by that noble 
house was taken." 

I do not know on wha"t authority Smith asi:ierts t:1cat the Castle 
of Croom was built by the O'Donovans, but as he is a writer of 
considerable respectability it is not fair to rejec 1

, his testi
mony without great caution. He does not state when they removed 
into the Co. of Cork, nor do I find any historical mo,rnment to 
prove directly the period of this removal. The follo~ing extracts 
from the Annals of Inishfallen, as translated by the 7erwrable 
Charles O'Conor of Belanagare,. will shew how the pr·, ge11itor of 
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tllle family laid the foundation of the ruin of his race by 
attempting to struggle with the Dal gCais. 

Extracts from the Annals of Inisfallen as trannlated into 2915 
English by C. O'Conor:-

A.D. 976. Donovan, son of Cathol, Prir1ce of Cairbre Aobhdha, 
treacherJusly seized upon Mahon, son of Kennedy, in his own house, 
whither he went under the protectjon of Colum, son of Ciaragan 
(Kerrigan) Bishop of Corke (in the original it is succe8sor of 
Barra) who guaranteed his safety. to rrP0.k1= peace with Maolmhuadh 
(Mulloy) son of Bcoin (Bran) to whom (and to his brothers Teige 
and Brian) Donovan treacherously delivered Mahon, who was mur
dered by them without respect to the Saint who had insured his 
safety. Some antiquaries say th':'tt it was at Bearna rn1earg* (Red 
Chair - right, J.O'D.) on the MounL of Fearmaighe Feine (Fermoy) 
this shocking murder of Mabon was committed; and others that it 
wa.s at L·~ach1.-Mh:tthgbFtmhrn, (Mahun's He:tp, Monument) n Musire- 296 
na-Mona he was betrayed. The Bishop of Corke maledicted all 
who were concerned in conspiring the murder of Mahon. 

This gap is still called by this name. It is situated on 
the borders of the Counties of Lim.e1·ick and Cork in the Barony 
of Coshlea and Parish of Kilflin. 

* (i.e., Sliabh-Caofn whereon Bealach-Alra. And also 
Bearna-Dear~ according to the Life of Lochtain from Bealaoh 
Abhra. Vide Gen. of the Saints of the descendants of Conaire, 
10n of Mogha-Laimhe). 

A.D. 977. Brian, son of Kennedy, marched ~t the head uf 
an army to Ibh-Fighent~ where he w::ts met by Donovan, Dynast of 
that Territory ln conjunction with Auliff, King of the Danes of 
Munster; Bi·ian gave them battle, where in Aul i ff and his Danes 
and Donovan and his Irish forces were all cut off. 

A.D. 1014. Cathal, son of Donovan, Prince of Cairbre 
Aobhdha, command~d in the Battle of Clontarf. 

Cairbre: son of Clearcar1 (now O'Cleireachain, J.O'D.) Prince 
of Ibh Cairbre 1 was slain by Maolcholm, Prince of Kenry. 

A.D. 1027. Donogh, son of Brian, marched into Cssory where 
a detachment of his forces was routed; Gadhra, son er Donchadh, 297 
Prince of Siol-Anmchadha; Donall, son of Seanchan 1 apparent heir 
to the throne of Munster; Malseachlin O'Conor, King of Corcomroe; 
the two sons of Cuilen, son of Coner; the Prince of Ibh-Conaile 
Gabhra, etc., were slain in this action. 

A.D. 1088. Donall Mac Lochlainn, at the head of an army 
of the men of Tyrone and Tyr::;orrnell, marched to des tt·oy Cormaught 
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according to a treaty made by him with Mortogh O'Brien, King 
of Munster, who was under a joint promise of doir1g the like, 
Which he did not perf(1rm; then Donal .L with his forces nn.rched 
to Raith Cruachan, where Roderic O'Conoi' submitted 1_0 him and 
gave him e, splendid entertainment for a fortnight; then, jo1ning 
their numerous forces, they marched into Munster and destroyed 
the country as far as Imleach-Iubhair, Loch-Gair, Brughrigh 
(Bruree) Druma1n-I-Chleircin (r1ow Drummin near Kilmallock) and 
lfungret; they also demolish1~d Limerick and bnnight aiuay the 298 
head of Art Uallach O'Ruairc from the hills of Fearann Saingil 
(now 8ingland). 

A.D. 11~6. Kildare was plundered by Dermod C'Brien, and 
his brothers, and Ceannfaola* King of Ibh-Oonaill-Gabhra, brought 
about a reconciliation of the parties concerned for that plunder. 

* This Ceannfaola will be found in the pedigree of 
O'Donovan. E. Curry. 

A.D. 1161. Cormac O'Cnilean burnt Ardfear·ta-Branain, in 
which were the favourites or secretorys of Dermcd Sugach O'Conor. 

A.D. 1155. Callean O'Colleain, King of Ibh Con~ill Gabhra, 
and O'Cinn:faola. another King of Ibh-Conaill-Gab.i1ra, 'J.•ere killed 
by each other in single combat. 

A.D. 1157. Aul1ff Mor, son of Aongus O'Donoghue, marched 
to ravage Owney and Cuimsionach against the 0 1 Briens; he comm
itted great depredations in that country and slew Heffernan, 
King of the Shire (Callaidh) with ffiany others. 

A.D. 1158. The great Church of Aghadoe was finished by 299 
Auliffe Mor-na-Cuimsionach, son of Aongus O'Donoghoe, h~ving 
obtained the supreme government of Eoganac.i1 Locho-Lein (Kill-
arney) for his posterity. 

A.D. 1166. Auliff Mor-na-Cuimmsionaidhe O'Donoghue (there 
can be no mistake here - E. C.) was slain at Brury (Bruree) by 
Mortogh O'Brien, being then King of the west of Munste1·. His 
sons and friends carried his corpse to Aghadoe, where it was 
solemnly interred in the Church which he himself had b,1il t in 
honor of the Holy Trjnity, with many Masses and hymns. 

A.D. 1170. Dermod, son of Cormac Mac earthy, with most of 
the Eugenian nobility, marched with their forces to Waterford 
(to fight the English) Vihere a bloody battle ensued wherejn 
great slaughter was made of the English and on the side of the 
Irish were slain Cathal, son of Auliffe Mor O'Donoghue, Artgoill 
0'Riobhardain, Iomhar, son of Cathal, Coillean O'Coilleain, Don
ogh O'Mahony, Maccon O'Driscoll and mo.ny others of the Eugenian 
nobility; nevertheless Mac earthy defeated the English three 
times successivelyL 

500 



LIMERICK. 91 

A.D. 117'7. Cuilean O'Cuile~tin bad his ey, .. ,·.::: put nt by 
Mac Cart11y 'a, son in 1·,::venge for his son Cormac. 

A.D. 1178. L ch Gair (Lough Gur) was plm::derEd ·1,·,cl des-
troyed by O' Co i 1 ec, in- r:a-Clac,n-Gla ts : ( Cleangla~, s). '.i'herc was 
a. very gl'eat 1Nal" "o2Lwee,J tlJe O'Brien □ and Ma::.: Cilrtby;:;, ,n.hich 
proc,➔ t:cd 1:H'I. to :::;ucr, exce~,s t,1at thc.:y 1':tid waste tr-10 cormtry 
from Limerick to Corke, m1cl :1,ll along from the: plair.:, of the 
great r<rove (DJ,·rymJr-e - ·...:1ar Doi.c, Mhoir) of' Waterf r,1 to Cnoc 
Brc,ann" in, 1::,)t:1 Chu.relies and Ter1'itorics, arid. the n:c,.;t of the 
Eugenia11s w ,:~e for(:.,~d. Lo fJ.y to tho woods south of ,,c Lee in 301 
Ibh-E;3_cllocl1. 2.n~l the pe p113 ,)f Keri. y-Luachra also fl, ci. tc 
Thomond; ln like n1a:.m, r t',1e people of lbl1-Conoj 11-Gabe:n:i and 
Ibh-D;)r1 ,vain {O'Do OV8x1s) ,:;-;re forced to fly south of Me.ng-
art":rn. Donall Mo,· O'BriE:ll n:arch•.:d at t_vie he~d or lli: army as 
far a, Ct1oe-Bre:0u,ain 8 .. nd nll OVFr Desmond, wbi.ch nc ,, ·::,j_rely 
laid waste; Durmal 1, son of Aul i ff Y:or O 'D.-no&;,1:ue ?_n- Ct!i 1 ean 
0 1 Cuil.ec:.1.i11, jotned Ly a11 tne otlwc pr·incipal Chlei ;· Desmond, 
d.estrc>:;,ied the country n.r·cimd Cashel by way of repr5 s:,l fo1· the 
slaughte:~ ancl h·:;i.vuck wi1ici1 Don:-,::..1 Moc O'Bi·ien had 1:1, -t, uf them 
in Desmond, etc. 

A.D. 1200. Willi:irr: Do Dv.rgo, at ths bead of t,. g:·e.,.t army, 
j o i ne--1 by Mo rtogh Fi orc:l, Cor:o r R1).n .:1 h and Dc.inogl:1 Ca.i r . .r-':acb, the 
three sons of Donall Mor O'Brier! 1 together with the English of 
Munst'.::r, rnarch::c;d t:, C rk and all o•.rer tb Province c1' tLmster; 
the~/ rernainecl a~ CL1rieich n -:1hole week and slo-1,· Amr} oibh (Am- 502 
la Cf) 0 'Donovan, Ki j :g of C,-,,i:tbre-Aocl}1Lrrn. Man:v -:·., r t -=' English 
were ah,o sJ D.in on ~.:;lmt expe ti ticn, togetl1e,r with 11,,e >-iHdeala. 

A.D. 1254. Finghiri Rn,nno-Roln, 30YJ of Donall G, (Mac 
earthy) a~siste0 by O'Donu7an, slew D~rmot O'Maho~y i. revenge 
for having sla.i.n t:1e C1·om in Inis-an-E:1eil 1 on accot,r1 t of a 
dispute he had with ome ~r O'MaboGy's cowboys (sheph~rds). 

N. B. The pedigrees of Hy-Fidgin e and of Hy-C8.; b;'y or 
O'Do:ncvan have been a!.re1.=1,:ly copiously collected as w,:,1 t as every 
other notice th•-=i.t cank within ouc reacl1 and all se!"--: t,: the 0.S.O. 
for the purpose of being serct t. Lime,·ick, where it 1 .-, hoped they 
have arrived 1 ong before t11 is. E1,gell e Curr_y, 21st J"uly 1840. 

From the paf,ssge above given under the year 1200, 1 t is 301 
evident that O'Donovar1 resumed the possession of hi: Territory 
after he had been driven b~yond Mangerton by the Dal gG•lis. 
When he was fina::.Iy driven to the ,3outh aoes 11ot ·1:prc:s.t· from 
any document yet discovered, bttt it is evident that to was not 
in his nrigi.nal territory i.n 1420 when the poet O'Heerin flour
ished, who speaks of him as the person to whom this Teri·i tory 
was due; but it appear·s fr-om his words that O'Donova:-. w:::;_s not 
then in possession of Uarbury Aeva. His words are:-
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Dual d' O'Donnabhain Dhuin Cuirc 
An tir si'na tfr longphuirt 
Fa l~is gan chios fo'n M~ig moill 
Is na c14ir sios co Sionoinn. 

O'Donovanus qui quondam in Corci arce sedebat 
Pro terra castrorum est hac regions potitus; 
Ille regebat agrum quern lambit Magia segn1s 
Et oampos protensos flumen ad usque Senan, 1111. 

In the Leabhar na gCeart or Book of Rights the 1.:::::1i.ef of Hy
Figeinte is called King of Bruree, and it is added t~at he was 
free of tribute, but he received annual presents fr()l:J trw King 30ft 
of Munster (Ireland?) for his services in war. The~e presents 
are enumerated in the following quatrain in the Bo,)!( of Rights, 
which is ascr1bed to St. Benignus:-

Tuarasttol righ Bhrogha righ 
0 righ Erind can imshnimh 
Deich n-innair donna dearga 
Is deich ngoill gan Gaedhelga. 

The stipend of the king of Bruree 
From the king of Erin without sorrow 
Ten tunics brown, red mantles (tunics) 
And ten foreigners (i.e., foreign slaves) ~ithout Gaelic. 

Bruree is set down in the Book of Le,can as one f tlHi Porta 
or fastnesses of the King of Cashel, by which is to t•e ,tnderstoot 
that it was one of the forts in his kingdom, but not i,j11abited 
by himself. 

I shall give some account of the present heads cf this 
family in treating of the extent of the Territory c,f Hy-Figeinte. 

Gough's Camden:-

Bruree, a poor village in the midst of the r 2. _: L' ,: t ccuntry 
in Ireland. 

Bruree, a handsome town fifteen miles south vksl cf Limeriok, 
has four yearly fairs and a e;;ood bridge over th•c: M::-:1.i,_, .. , m1d is 
remarkable for the half yearly sessions held tbere CJ : e Irish 
Bards so late as 1740 (Walker, Hist. Mem. of the I;· TI rJs, 166, 
l'arrar 1 438) • 

The songs, warrants, etc., composed by the memb r::: cf this 
court are still extant and many of them are in the p~s~e2sion 
of a native of Dun Athaigh in the west of Clare, an,1 1 JW living; 
in Mud-Island near Clontarf, Dublin. J'.O'D. 

In the Townland of Howardstown in that part of this Parish IOf 
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lying in the Barony of Coshma, there is an old Church called 
after the Townland, Teampull Bhaile Hobaird. It is a mere ruin, 
only fragments of its ~alls remaining. Ic is seventy three feet 
four inches in length and tv!i:~nty two feet three incl1es in width 
on the insido. Its east gable is destroyed to the very founda
tions as is also the north wall, with the exception of a small 
fragrr.ent near t.hc: es.st end. A good deal cf the west gable re
mains, b11t it cont~ins no feature. A con~iderable pa, t of the 
south wall remains, bu~ where the door~ay was placed is reduced 
to a shapeless breach. The routh wall is two fest ten inches in 
thickness 2.1:d the uorth one two feet ::::even inches. 

The antiquities of this Parish were examined by me. 

:r. O'Donovan. 



Dear Sir, 

We shall remove to Newcastle on Friday after the arrival 
of the Mail car. It is ten Irish miles to the south WAst of 
this village and we must make it our head-quarters while doing 
the south west part of the County. I am now in the very heart 
of the Territory of Hy-J'igintt, the territory of my ancestors 
before Lhe arrival of the Anglo Normans. Mr. Curry will be so 
good as to let me have all the passages relating to that terr
itory in O'Conor's translation of the Annals of Inishfallen, 
and also to Caenraighe, Brughrigh, Lis Cobhthaigh. O'Donovan, 
O'Coileain and O'Clerken. Beauford, in the 11th No. of Vallan
cey's Collectanea, quotes a p9.ss~ge as if from the Irish Anna.ls 
which I cannot find in any of the extracts before me:- 480 

•Here (i.e., at Brughri) Aullff More O'Donoghue (O'Donova.n?) 
Xing of Cairbre Aobhdha, was slain by Mortogh o•~rien in 1166.• 

Is this passage to be found in any of the Irish Annals? 
Try Inishfallen. 

I also want the pedigrees of all the familie& of Ky-Ftginte. 
'l'hey were copied for Clare from the various authorities and I 
think I left them with Kr. Curry to be sent to me to the Co. 
of Limerick; if not, I sent them to the Ordnance Survey Office. 

Your obedient etc., servant, 
John O'Donovan. 

P.S. o•conor's translation of the Annals of Inisfallon, 
above referred to, is ln the possession of Messrs. Hodges and 
Smith. It is much better than O'Flanigan's translation. 


